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THE ORANGE AND BLACK 
Court Shines at Apple Harvest Festival 

By Hailey Rudy  

     Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival is a weekend full of fun and happiness. So, what is it all about? 
Apple Harvest first began on October 17th, 1980. The traditions of MSAHF have been going on for over 30 
years. This year the festival went from the 19th through the 22nd  of October.  MSAHF is an organization full 
of great events that occur annually. Some of the events included are... The Gala that happened on 
Thursday the 19th, the Ball that took place on Friday the 20th, and the parade which was held on Saturday the 
21st . Ms, Rhonda Golden is the Coronation Chair and she gets to help with everything that has to do with the 
court and more. She says "it is very tiring, but I do it for the kids!" Grand Marshal Christian Lopez performed 
and rode in the parade.  Along with him there was the Sports Marshal, Owen Schmidt.  On Sunday the 
22nd the events at the BC Youth Fair Grounds took place. Mark Jordan, the president of MSAHF 39 has been 
on the board for 7 years and his fellow board members nominated him for president. His favorite part of the 
festival is seeing everyone from the community come together and have a good time.  To get ready for these 
events they have breakfast and lunches prepared for the court and staff on Saturdays and Sundays. All of the 
Key Clubs at the high schools in Berkeley County serve the breakfast on these days. It is a great thing to 
be apart of. This year there are 7 girls from MHS on the court.  Princess Kalyn Watkins says her favorite part 
of Apple Harvest was “getting closer with all of the girls, meeting new people, and learning a lot 
more about the festival.”  A lot of the other girls said it was “the week of their lives.” Maid Chloe Payne said 
what being a maid was like “being the queen’s right hand man.” If you want to be a part of MSAHF court 
next year you must go through an interview process in front the Apple Harvest Board. Princess Emily Rudy 
highly recommends because of the opportunities that it offers to make new friendships and to come together 
as a community.  

L to R, 
Bethanney 
Hess,  Payton 
McCauley, 
Kalyn Watkins, 

Emily Rudy, 
Lauren Rager, 
Carly Holben, 
Chloe Payne 
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North Korea Continues to Provoke the World 
By Ashley Albright 

Puerto Rico is a Caribbean island and the capital is San Juan. The population is 3.411 million as of 
2016. On September 16,2017 Hurricane Maria formed in the Atlantic, Maria has been declared the worst 
natural disaster in Dominica. Maria caused catastrophic damage and a major humanitarian crisis in Puerto 
Rico. Hurricane Maria was a category 5, Maria dissipated on October 3,2017. The damage amount from 
Maria is $51.2 billion, the costliest in Puerto Rican history. 

President Donald Trump has not seemed to care about Puerto Rico at all since Maria has hit. In fact 
“our president even said that Puerto Rico should have prepared for Hurricane Maria. He showed compassion 
for the other places that have been hit badly by a hurricane but none for Puerto Rico. CNN published an 
article titled “Which is worse for Puerto Rico, Hurricane Maria or Donald?” Puerto Rico is out of power, 
countless homes destroyed , lives taken and “our president” doesn’t seem to care about helping at all. 

Even 4 weeks after Hurricane Maria 4 out of 5 homes are still without power. It has also been tough 
for the people of Puerto Rico to come across gasoline. “More than 500 residents of San Juan had no choice 
but to take shelter at the Roberto Clemente center” CNN stated. CNN also stated that “more than 95% of 
wireless cell towers are out of service so people cannot reach out to their loved ones in Puerto Rico. Maria 
has taken a total of over 50 lives so far. There have been donations made to Puerto Rico but still not enough 
to get Puerto Rico out of the dark and give the people hope again.  

 

Devastation Wide Spread in Puerto Rico 
By Kristen M. Miller 

     Tensions between the United States and North Korea are only getting worse as time goes by. 
U.S. President Donald Trump has now threatened to totally destroy North Korea if his country is 
forced to defend itself or its allies. North Korea has now conducted its 6th nuclear test and they 
have threatened to fire off missiles towards the United States and try to hit Guam. North Korea 
has also stated they might test a hydrogen bomb in the Pacific Ocean.  

 No one in the United States wants war, but we will go to that extreme to stay safe. The 
North Koreans main goal is survival, so direct conflict with the U.S. would jeopardize it.  
According to Diplomatic Correspondent for the BBC Johnathan Marcus, “Any North Korean 
attack against the United States or its allies would quickly spiral into a wider war – and we have 
to assume that Kim Jong-un is not suicidal.” Andrei Lankov of Kookmin University writes for 
UK guardian’s newspaper and he stated, “North Korea want the ability to wipe out Chicago 
from the map first, and then they will be interested in diplomatic solutions.” A lot of people have 
questioned U.S. about why we won’t have a pre-emptive strike and the answer is simple, that the 
United States knows that a strike on North Korea would force the North Korean government to 
retaliate against U.S. and its allies including South Korea and Japan. This would result in a 
massive loss of life, including thousands of U.S. civilians. Trump is trying to figure out a way to 
compel China to help constrain Pyongyang’s nuclear ambitions. Trump has been signaling that 
he would be willing to bomb North Korea like he bombed Syria. Donald Trump recently tweeted 
“If China decides to help that would be great, if not we will solve the problem. “  
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Martinsburg’s Own Country/Pop Star Christian Lopez Serves as 
Apple Harvest Grand Marshall By Chris Salgado 

     The Mountain State Apple Harvest Festival has been a tradition in Martinsburg and Berkeley 
County since 1979. Every year, on the third weekend in October, families, celebrities, and public 
officials travel to our town to partake in festivities, and spectate the copious organizations and 
charities that ride in the annual parade. This year, MHS Alum and country artist Christian 
Lopez headed the festival as the Grand Marshall of ceremonies. Christian is 25 years old and a 
well renowned musician, from right here in Martinsburg. He began pursuing his musical career 
when he was 16, performing at small venues like the Daily Grind on their open mic nights 
on Fridays, and would open up for large bands at places like the Berkeley County Fairgrounds. 
Christian's first group was "Joe Taxi," which he had started with a few of his colleagues and the 
help of his parents. Since then, he founded "The Christian Lopez Band" and released its most 
popular album Onward, and finally what he goes by today "Christian Lopez." I had the 
opportunity of attending his last two concerts in Martinsburg, at the Shenandoah Ballroom. The 
venue was small, however, the intimacy only made the experience more appreciable. Being in 
a 400 sq. ft. room with a band and 200 people makes for a high-energy, loud and jubilant concert 
that will never be forgotten. "I was psyched when they told me I got to be Grand Marshall. I 
really love West Virginia and everyone here," Christian said, "music has always been my 
passion and I'm glad I have the blessing of being able to do what I love in front of the people I 
love. This community has always supported me and I am forever grateful to grow up in this 
area. I wouldn’t be where I am today without my fans." His newest album "Red Arrow" debuted 
on September 23rd, and is available online to stream, CD, or vinyl for anyone interested in his 
work. Christian is a very talented artist and I would recommend him to anyone. His shows and 
music have created memories and experiences that will last a lifetime.  
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	  	  	  	  Kneel for equality? Or stand for respect? As this 
trending topic continues to monopolize the news as 
football season goes on these are some of the dividing 
questions that have come upon society. This all started 
sometime last year when former 49ers quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick and a few other NFL 
players protested and started a movement to sit or 
kneel during the National Anthem. Things later 
escalated when Kaepernick never got drafted for the 
season and till this day remains unemployed. Though 
he has a minor injury many believe that he is being 
blackballed and this is the act of  ”retaliation for his 
leadership, advocacy for equality and social injustice, 
and his bringing awareness to peculiar institutions still 
undermining racial equality in the United States" 
according to the grievance filed by Kaepernick’s 
lawyers. This is why many NFL players as well as 
coaches kneel, sit, or stand while locking arms during 
the anthem.  
  
      According to military veteran and current 
substitute teacher Jim Staley what the players are 
doing is  “disrespectful to the tradition" but he claims 
he “understands." As we talked and he shared his 
memories with me of his friends that were once in the 
military alongside him I could tell his heart was 
aching.  He spoke about how many of his 
friends can't even stand during the anthem due to their 
time served in the military and its aftermath. Because 
of reasons like this many people who have or had a 
loved one in the military would feel disrespected by 
these acts as well. Though as the 
interview proceeded many interesting things surfaced. 
Mr. Staley claimed that the players should  “put their 
money where their mouth is" and that " he's just a 
white guy" and everything he says can be taken to 
be offensive.  Sadly, what people fail to understand is 
that not everything is meant to be offensive 
and disrespectful. Justice is meant to be served. 
Justice is what is beyond needing to be served for our 
fellow African Americans and movements 
will continue until that time comes.   

To Stand or To Kneel for 
the National Anthem 

By Olivia Kanyike 

Kaepernick kneeling for the National Anthem 

Some kneel…some stand… 

Some stand…some sit… 
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Velocity Dance Team  
By Kristen A. Miller 

     Velocity Dance Team is a group of girls, from all grades, joining together to perform for Martinsburg 
High School. Everyone from Martinsburg is welcome to tryout, but they must meet the audition and team 
requirements to be accepted. A student must hold a 2.5 GPA, have no disciplinary record, able to execute 
a double turn, a toe touch, a cartwheel, and keep up with choreography and improve during the audition. 
Being able to accomplish these requirements does not guarantee a spot on the team, but it gives a good 
chance to be chosen. Each year, Velocity holds one audition in the spring, and those selected to be on the 
team must maintain the standards through the entire dance season.  Mrs. Maye, coach of Dance Team, Mr. 
and Mrs. Schramm, and a guest, participate as judges in the auditions. The judges pick the dancers that 
would benefit the team after watching the auditions, and the new team is announced a few days after the 
auditions.  

     Along with Mrs. Maye, two captains help to run the team on a daily basis. Dance Team practices every 
day during 5th period and the members on the team must be enrolled in the class. VDT rarely has out of 
school practices, but they have Sunday practices throughout the year and bring in a choreographer over the 
summer who hold practices throughout the months of July and some of August. Typically, Velocity 
performs at a few home football pregames, all boys' home basketball games, in school pep rallies, Apple 
Harvest Parade, and a competition. VDT competes in Fairfax, VA on Saturday November 18th this year 
and they hope to bring home many awards.  

     Besides performing, Velocity does many fundraisers and events throughout the year. Coming up in 
November, Dance Team will be participating in the painting of the doorways in their very own school. 
According to Mrs. Maye, "Coaching a dance team can be a challenge, but it's worth it in the end. Having a 
group of girls so close they are considered family is a blessing and I hope everyone gets a chance to 
experience something as great as this." Velocity is always looking for new recruits, and you might be the 
next one! Come to the dance room or find a member, a captain, or the coach if you have any questions. 

Back to front, left to right: Freshmen… Skylar Domenico, Taleah Beckett, Sarah Beard, Helena Pitzer, 
Sophomores…Rebekah Avey, Jasmine Reese, Megan Troppman, Naomi Reese, Juniors…Jordan Bohrer, Anya Cooper, 
Hanna Jandrain, Faith Figgins, Mackensie Broadhurst, Seniors…Madison Hager, Payton McCauley, Jayla Washington, 
Captains…Kristen Miller and Sabrina Harrison 
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      It's	  spooky	  time	  here	  around	  Martinsburg	  with	  Halloween	  being	  just	  around	  the	  corner.	  If	  you	  are	  
looking	  for	  some	  Spooktacular	  things	  to	  do	  here	  are	  a	  few.	  On	  October	  27-‐31	  there	  will	  be	  Boo-‐
Fest	  in	  Shepherdstown,	  WV.	  On	  that	  Friday,	  the	  27th,	  from	  7:00-‐8:30pm	  there's	  a	  Mysteries	  Walk	  where	  
you	  hear	  tales	  of	  mysteries	  and	  twisted	  stories	  as	  you	  walk	  alleyways	  of	  Shepherdstown.	  	  You	  would	  need	  
to	  meet	  in	  front	  of	  the	  Shepherdstown	  Library	  and	  the	  fee	  is	  $12.	  At	  9:00pm	  on	  that	  very	  same	  night	  till	  
midnight	  there	  will	  be	  the	  Vampire	  Ball,	  a	  costume	  party	  for	  adults	  so	  wear	  your	  scariest	  attire.	  It	  is	  $6	  for	  
singles	  and	  $10	  for	  couples.	  Saturday	  is	  one	  for	  the	  kids	  with	  Childrens	  Arts,	  Crafts,	  and	  Games	  from	  
11:00am-‐5:00pm	  at	  King	  St.	  Also	  at	  11:00am	  there	  will	  be	  Halloween	  Story	  time	  at	  
the	  Shepherdstown	  library.	  There	  are	  plenty	  of	  other	  activities	  and	  if	  you	  are	  interested	  you	  
can	  check	  them	  out	  at	  http://shepherdstown.info/events/shepherdstown-‐
boofest.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  If	  you're	  looking	  for	  a	  Haunted	  Trail	  check	  out	  Fields	  of	  Screams	  located	  in	  4501	  Olney	  Laytonville	  Rd.	  
Olney,	  MD	  208.	  Prices	  vary	  from	  singles	  tickets	  at	  $25	  to	  packages	  that	  cost	  as	  much	  as	  $95.	  You	  can	  buy	  
your	  tickets	  at	  www.screams.org.	  Kalyn	  Watkins	  said	  to	  "Definitely	  go	  with	  friends	  and	  the	  prices	  are	  
worth	  it."	  She's	  been	  four	  times	  and	  "I	  love	  it	  just	  as	  much	  every	  time.	  I	  honestly	  don't	  get	  scared	  
that	  easily	  but	  it's	  still	  so	  much	  fun!"	  However,	  Deaira	  Hairston	  said,	  "	  It's	  not	  all	  that	  this	  year,	  I	  wouldn’t	  
waste	  your	  money."	  The	  decision	  is	  ultimately	  yours	  but	  if	  you're	  looking	  for	  something	  else	  to	  do,	  travel	  
to	  Jumbos	  Pumpkin	  Patch	  in	  Middletown,	  MD.	  There,	  you	  can	  pick	  your	  own	  pumpkins	  (prices	  vary	  by	  
size)	  and	  you	  can	  also	  go	  on	  free	  hayrides.	  If	  you're	  up	  for	  a	  maze	  you	  can	  test	  your	  memory	  in	  their	  15-‐
acre	  corn	  maze	  for	  just	  $7	  a	  person.	  If	  you	  were	  looking	  for	  some	  things	  to	  do	  at	  home	  you	  could	  always	  
carve	  those	  pumpkins	  you	  picked,	  roast	  marshmallows	  and	  make	  smores	  or	  even	  find	  a	  Halloween	  movie	  
marathon	  to	  watch.	  And	  if	  you	  are	  looking	  for	  just	  some	  plain	  old-‐fashioned	  fall	  activities	  
deer	  hunting	  seasons	  started	  on	  October	  21st.	  You	  can	  also	  go	  hiking	  or	  biking	  at	  the	  C	  &	  O	  Canal	  
in	  Shepherdstown	  or	  Antietam	  National	  Cemetery.	  If	  you	  want	  a	  more	  scenic	  route	  for	  hiking	  check	  out	  
Maryland	  Heights	  in	  Harpers	  Ferry.	  So,	  there	  you	  have	  it,	  there's	  a	  slew	  of	  activities	  for	  you	  to	  check	  out	  
this	  time	  of	  year.	  Happy	  Halloween!!!!!!!	   

Pellentesque: 

Looking for a Halloween Adventure?? 

Field of Screams tickets 
range from $25-$95 

Check out orbs over graves in Shepherdstown 
Cemetery on a Mysteries Walk 
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The Legend of Sleepy Hollow Arrives at MHS 
By Noah Carte 

     The Martinsburg High School Theatre Department is putting on a production of 
Washington Irving’s classic, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, on October 27th and 28th. The 
story revolves around Ichabod Crane, played by Tanner Boeckmann, and the events 
surrounding his encounter with the Headless Horseman. Cast member Emily Baker, who’s 
portraying the role of Widow Van Doorn, says what she’s looking forward to the most about 
the play is, “The show itself because Sleepy Hollow has always been one of my favorite 
stories, so I’m looking forward to actually being a part of it and putting it on for everybody 
else.” Mary Powers, who’s playing the Indian Chief, says what she’s looking forward to the 
most is, “Drawing people in to see the show and giving them a spook to put them in the 
Halloween spirit.” Both Emily and Mary say what they like the most about the play is that it’s 
funny and spooky. The show starts at 7 P.M. in the MHS Studio Theatre and tickets are $7 for 
adults, $5 for students, and teachers can get in for free with their Berkeley County ID pass. 
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The Orange and Black Staff 
Advisor: Ms. Rhonda L. Foreman 

Bulldogs Working to Stay Focused All Season 
By  

Reporters: 

Ashley Albright  Kelsea Anderson  Tyler Brown 

Noah Carte   Olivia Kanyike  Kristen A. Miller 

Kristen M. Miller  Hailey Rudy   Chris Salgado 

The Martinsburg High School football team is currently 8-0 and ranked #2 in the state according to 
MaxPreps.com. With a record of this caliber one must wonder what the team does to stay focused 
throughout the season, especially since Coach Dave Walker was named the National Football Coach of the 
year and the team holds the title of 2016 WV State Football Champions.  

According to Linemen Coach Charles Lynch, "we stay prepared during the season by having a 
portion of the players involved in weight-training, and before the season 7-on-7 tournaments. Also, once 
fall camp started everyone was working hard and improving at their position."  

The coaches realize that it can be tough to keep the team level-headed during the season but Coach 
Lynch believes this year's group has done a good job of staying focused. Lynch said, "the best way to go 
about this is to take one week at a time and prepare for every game the same. Hopefully this season will 
end like last years with a 14-0-0 season and a State Championship.   


